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In Aug. 15 declarations to reporters, congressional committee on trade and economy president Jose
Maria Deras accused the US Embassy in Tegucigalpa of resorting to "blackmail" in its relations
with the administration of President Rafael Callejas. According to Deras, a member of the ruling
National Party (Partido Nacional-PN), US Ambassador Crescencio Arcos is guilty of having "abused
his power, as well as the goodwill and humbleness of the Honduran people." Deras launched his
criticisms in response to comments made recently by Arcos warning of future declines in levels of
US assistance. "The future of Honduras," declared Deras, "should not be in the hands of foreigners,
nor linked to the handouts or blackmail that a foreign government might want to issue...It is a secret
to nobody that every time the gringos want to impose something on Honduras, the first thing they
do is threaten to reduce economic assistance." Deras did not indicate what the objective of the
alleged US pressures might be. On Aug. 20, Foreign Minister Mario Carias said the government
plans to file a formal protest with the US Embassy regarding Arcos' comments in reference to
inequalities in the Honduran judicial system. In an Aug. 19 radio interview, speaking to the issue
of military impunity, Arcos said "society must avoid allowing the justice system to be like a snake
which bites those with bare feet but not those wearing boots." Armed fores chief Gen. Luis Alonso
Discua said he would lodge a complaint with Arcos as well, given that the mention of "boots" was
"clearly in reference to the armed forces." Spokespersons from the US Embassy told reporters
Arcos' comment was not intended to refer to any sector in particular, but rather that justice in
Honduras is not the same for the poor as it is for the wealthy. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de
Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 08/15/92, 08/20/92; Agence France-Presse, 08/21/92)
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